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Who We Are: 

Approximately 8,000 Students in PreK - 8th Grade 

Buildings:Ten K-5 Elementary; Three 6-8 Middle; Two K-8 
Magnet, One Special Education, One Pre-K 

Student Population: 42% White; 27% Black; 19% 
Hispanic; 4% Asian; 7% Multi-racial 

SES: 43% Low Income; 38% F/R Lunch; 6 Title I Schools 



Our Current Roadmap: 



Unit of Study - 7th Grade  
Genre:	
  Civil	
  Rights	
  –	
  Book	
  Club	
  Novels	
  &	
  Research	
  

Reading	
  Product:	
  Literary	
  Analysis	
  -­‐	
  author’s	
  intent	
  
Writing	
  Product:	
  Research	
  PowerPoints	
  

Standards:	
  
Focus:	
  RL	
  7.9	
  -­‐	
  Compare	
  Biction	
  to	
  historical	
  account	
  
RI	
  7.7	
  -­‐	
  different	
  media	
  &	
  RI	
  7.9	
  -­‐	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  authors	
  
W	
  7.2	
  -­‐	
  informational	
  &	
  7.9	
  -­‐	
  evidence	
  from	
  research	
  

Reinforce:	
  RL	
  7.1	
  (cite	
  evidence),	
  7.2	
  (theme),	
  7.3	
  (story	
  
elements)	
  



Essential Questions 
●  What makes ordinary people do 

extraordinary things? 

●  When is it appropriate to challenge the 
beliefs or values of a society? 



What they know... 



Students researched aspects of 
history from their novels, then... 

analyzed how these aspects were 
presented in their novels. 



Unit of Study - 6th Grade  
Genre:	
  Poetry	
  and	
  Fiction	
  –	
  Novels	
  in	
  Verse	
  

Reading	
  Product:	
  Literary	
  Analysis	
  -­‐	
  tracing	
  theme	
  
Writing	
  Product:	
  Poetry	
  

Standards:	
  
Focus:	
  RL	
  6.4	
  -­‐	
  word	
  choice	
  &	
  effect	
  on	
  meaning	
  

RL	
  6.5	
  -­‐	
  structure	
  -­‐	
  how	
  parts	
  Bit	
  to	
  whole	
  

Reinforce:	
  RL	
  6.1	
  (cite	
  evidence)	
  &	
  6.2	
  (theme)	
  



Tracing Theme: Beginning with the Big Ideas... 



Exploding a Definition 



Essential Questions... 
Drive our purpose for reading 

What does it mean 
to belong? 

Why is compassion 
important? 

How do challenges 
shape our identity? 



Narrative Nonfiction Text - Mentor Text to 
deepen thinking 

Students needed a 
common text to deepen 
their understanding of 
the big ideas and the 
child immigrant 
experience 



Putting It All Together- Nonfiction helps unlock our 
understanding of the immigrant experience. 



Student Work 



Student Work 



Unit of Study - 8th Grade 
Genre:	
  Poetry	
  and	
  Fiction	
  –	
  Yummy	
  &	
  Bronx	
  Masquerade	
  

Reading	
  Product:	
  Literary	
  Analysis*	
  
Writing	
  Product:	
  Poetry	
  

Standards:	
  
Focus:	
  RL	
  8.4	
  -­‐	
  word	
  choice	
  &	
  effect	
  on	
  meaning	
  

RL	
  8.5	
  -­‐	
  differing	
  structure	
  of	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  texts	
  

Reinforce:	
  RL	
  8.1	
  (cite	
  evidence)	
  &	
  8.2	
  (theme)	
  



Essential Questions: 
• Why do authors choose to write in different genres? 
• What effect do genres have on readers’ understanding 
of a topic?  

     



Informed Interpretations 



Yummy 
Students set a reading purpose, figured out how to 
track their thinking, and took notes while they read. 



Yummy 
Students’ understanding of the fiction was heightened by 
introducing the non-fiction.  Understanding the author’s 
craft helped them realize how they should be responding to 
the text. 



Time Magazine Article 
Students read this non-fiction piece 
tracking their emotional response to 
the text AND differences between  
this version and Yummy. 



Preparing for Discussion 
Students had to write two discussion questions 
focusing on author’s craft. 

●  Why did the author...? 

●  Do you agree/disagree with the author's choice to...? 

●  Which version...? 

●  What was the author trying/thinking/suggesting...? 



Extending Our Study of Author’s Craft 

18 students tell this story and share 
their poems.   

How does Nikki Grimes speak with 
18 different voices? 



Benefits 
--Appropriate instruction to engage all learners  

Differentiated instruction 
Provide choice 
Highly engaging 

--Student writing and reasoning are more 
sophisticated. 



Other Units 
6th Grade -  
Multicultural novels - researching setting and culture 
Disability Awareness - researching disability 

7th Grade - 
Dystopian - researching technology 

8th Grade -  
Fairy tales - arguing whether fairy tales are good for children 
Genocide - researching the setting and culture of the novels/
memoirs 



Feel free to contact us! 

dickinsons@district65.net   

nicholss@district65.net 

youngbloodl@district65.net 


